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PHRASAL VERBS

 Hark back to - to refer nostalgically‘or draw attentior to something from the past.
Sentence: The policy proposal harks back to economic reforms introduced in the early

liberalisation era.
» Eke out - to manage to support or sustain with difficulty by careful use of limited

resources.
Sentence: The family eked out a modest living through small-scale farming during the

drought.
» Suss out - to figure out or investigate something shrewdly and intuitively.
Sentence: The investigative team quickly sussed out inconsistencies in the witness’s

testimony.
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Suspend - hang L
Pending - awaiting decision
Pensive - deep in thought
Expenditure - weighing out money

Vord - lary
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 24-hour V_Ls,/l_g to Jerusalem was a significant bilateral outreach to
Israel, but a missed opportunity on Palestine, with complex consequences for India’s ties with West
Asia. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had announced the visitin Dece}mber and
confirmed the dates on Sunday, indicating Israel’s keen interest in hosting Mr. Modi. Fr@ Mr.
Modi’s landing, to every engagement up to his departure, Mr. Netanyahu personally escorted Mr.
Modi everywhere. After bilateral talks on Thursday, the two leaders agreed ,tgupgradcﬂties toa
“Special Strategic Partnership’, and signed a critical technologies partnership among more than 15
MoUs in A], agriculture, culture and education. They also agreed td fac__i_l_itaEe}he employment of
50,000 Indian workers in Israel over the next five years. The engagement, and Mr. Netanyahu's
deep praise for Mr. Modi and the India relationship was even more intense than during Mr. Modi’s
2017 visit. This possibly accrues from the timing of the visit, as Israel faces growinﬁsolation)wer
high casualties in Gaza and Mr. Netanyahu's West Bank settlement plans. In the past week, Israel’s
West Bank proposals have beencondemned by dozens of countries, which includes Germany,
France, and the U.K. that have been measured so far. Mr. Netanyahu heads into an election later this
year, which will be seen as a referendum on his record, in terms of alleged ﬁ)rrupgon in his
government as well as for accountability for security lapses in 2023 and the civili}n toll of Israel’s

response. Mr. Modi’s visit would bolster him politically.

-




THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAV SIR | 8 AM | I}

In his speech at the Knesset, Mr. Modi referred only obliquely to Palestinian sovereignty, saying that

the U.S.-led Gaza Peace Initiative, which commits to a two-state solution, “holds the promise of a just
and durable peace... including by addressing the Palestine lssue The Prime Minister said that India
shared the pain and grief ef every life lost in the October 2023 terrgrattack by Hamas but made no
mention of the high toll — more than 72,000 killed — in the strikes on Gaza by Israel since then.

[tis hoped that Mr. Modi will clarify India’s position on the conflict, as he did after his last visit, by
following it up with a visit to Palestine. His decision to travel amidst the threat ol(U S. attacks on

[ran carried the possible risk of taking sides in the event of a confljct. Beyond the bilateral, the
outcomes of his visit will be judged globally By its impact on the larger West Asian neighbourhood.
First, his announcement that India-Israel-UAE and India-Israel-UAE-U.S. “12U2” would develop new
momentum, as would the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), indicates New Delhi
believes that regional initiatives are still viabledespife the polarlsed atmosphere and recent deep
fault-lines. Second, a decision to “stand with Israel firmly..." ' could come at the cost of India’s relations
with other West Asian powers, which expect India to remain steadfast to its historically?ali prated
regional balance, and to principles of peace, morality and com\pﬁs_si_o—ﬁ in the Israel-Palestine conflict

N —
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1. What is the central argument advanced by the passage?
._1-.— ==

A. The visit symboliz/edrdiplomatic progress but risked unsettling India’s regional

equilibrium.

B. The visit marked a routine engagement without meaningful geopolitical cqn/ééquenges.

D. The visit was designed exclusively to counterbalance American influenc
E. The visit demonstrated India’s abandonment of earlier foreign policy doc

C. The visit primarily focused on expanding labour mobility grrangements%

5.




TH : : il —

2. Which of the following can be logically infen;d about Israel’s domesti\gﬁ)ntext?

A. Electoral reforms have diluted executive accou@ability mechanisms.

B. The opposition parties uniformly endorse existing foreign policy pos@ins.

C. Economic stagnation has replaced security concerns as primarydebate.

D. International alliances have shielded it from diplomatic criticiSmx~

@ he leadership currently faces electoral scrutiny over governance controversies.
— —_— / —

D
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( 3. Which of the following best captures the potential risk highlighted in the
passage? —

A. Technological exchanges might trigger intellectual propé“ty disputes.
B. Trade agreements may undermine domestic employm>ént patterns.
C. India’s perceived parl@ity could strain broader regional Eartnershjy./

e

D. Labour migration policies could face bureaucratic resistance.
E. Cultural collaborations may generate ideological backlash.
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4. The passage implies that India’s traditional approach in West Asia has been:

A. Carefully balanced among competing regional stakehold lders.

B. Consistently allgned with Western strategic doctrines.

C. Primarily guided by economic rather than ethical concerns.
D. Reactive to domestic electoral considerations exclusively.

E. Influenced predominantly by diaspora political pressures.
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5. Which of the following statements reflect the author’s cycerns regarding India’s
broader regional positioning?

o 3
A firm alignment with one side could complicate ties with other regional actors.——
Historical diplomatic balance-is expected to guide India’s foreigrti policy conduct. i
Economic corridors automatically neutralize ideological differences. ©
Political signalling can influence perceptions beyond bilateral boundaries..~ -
Multilateral groupings are portrayed as immune to polarization pressures.

A.Only 1 and 2
B.Only 1, 2 and 4
C.Only 3and 5
D.Only 2,3 and 4

E. All five statements
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6. Select the option that correctly identifies the synonym and the antonym of the
word “Calibrated.”

A. Adjusted— Haphazard
B. Refined — Obsolete
C. Measured — Impulsive
D. Standardized — Fragile
E. Balanced — Erratic
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‘It was the best of times; it was thﬁ)rst of timesy wrote Charles Dickens in A Tale of Two Cities. The

phrase captures India’s experience over the past decade. Of particular interest is income mobility across

segments of the population between 2014 and 2025. Movements into and out of deprivation and

affluence reveal shifts that poverty and inequality measures alone cannot capture. An analysis of

income mobility during 2014-25 yields deeper insights into distributional outcomes. The picture has j T

shades of grey, but it is not counterintuitive~ : j 7 R Gl e |

Households are grouped each year into three categories based on their 2014 per capita income rank: \L

the top 10%, the next 40%, and the bottom 50%. Mobility is defined as movement relative to a

household’s 2014 position — downward, no change, or upward. To assess whether elections mattered,

2014-25 is divided into 2014-19 and 2019-2},/anchored around national elections. The analysis uses

inflation-adjusted per capita income data from the Consumer Pyramids Household Survey of the Centre

for Monitoring Indian Economy, constructing a balanced panel of households observed across years.

ﬁre all-Indiatevel;thgé share of households experiencing downward mobility nearly « doubles — from
(14% in 2015 t 2025 — while the proportion remaining in the same group falls from over

70% to below half. Upward mobility rises from 14.1% to 23.5%;sbut consistently trails the increase in

downward movement. By 2025, more than one in four households are worse o@pe’fative to 2014. The
economy appears marked less by broad-based progress and more by vulnerability and uneven gains.

—

~
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Rural trends are particularly sobering. By 2025, nearly 29% of rural households are worse off than in
2014, while those remaining in the same group fall below half. Although upward movement is visible,
itis outpaced by households slipping down the ladder, with the sharpest deterioration in 2014-19.
Urban India fares somewhat better; with faster gains in upward mobilig,/yet downward movement
rises here too. Gains appear concentrated in urban centres, while rural households bear greater
volatility. - < /

Caste patterns are equally revealing. Downward mobility has risen across all social groups, with
sharp increases among OBC and SC households. By 2025, roughly a guarter or more in each group are
worse off than in 2014. Upward mobility improves for Unreserved’and OBC hotdseholds but remains
muted for SCs. Scheduled Tribes show comparatively lower downward mobility and some stronger
upward movement. Across religious groups, downward mobility rises for both Hindu and Muslim
households, while Sikh and Christian households display stronger upward nybﬂity in several years.

Statistical analysis reinforces these trends. Higher district-level income dispersion is associated with
greater downward mobility. Households from historically di@mntaged caste groups and Muslims
exhibit lower mobilityywhile education and urban location improve prospects/T he deeper story is
one of entrenched-inequality shaping who advances and who falls behind. An economy in which
more households slip down than climb up risks eroding social stability, underscoring the need to
strengthen health, education, employment-intensive sectors, and social protection.

‘, |
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7. The quotation from Dickens is primarily used to

A. highlight contradictory economic experiences within the country

B. introduce a literary comparison unrelated to economics
C. suggest that inequality has completely disappeared

D. imply that progress has been evenly distributed

E. criticize earlier poverty estimation techniques




THE HINDU EDITORIAL ANALYSIS | ANUBHAYV SIR | 8 AM | m

8. Households were categorized annually according to

A. current regional employment patterns

B. district-level tax contributions ¢

C. their original relative earnings position in 201
D. their social identity classification

E. their educational qualification level
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9. Urban regions differed from rural areas mainly because they

™ —

A. showed slightly strongertdpward transitions overall
B. avoided any form of economic regression

C. experienced identical volatility patterns
D. remained unaffected by income dispersion
E. had negligible differences in mobility rates
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10. Education and urban residence are portrayed as

A. insignificant in shaping economic trajectories
B. worsening structural vulnerabilities ~¢

C. protective factors enhancing upward changs/
D. irrelevant to caste-based disparities

E. responsible for survey inconsistencies
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